CONDITIONS

Matting and blankets can be applied to steep slopes where erosion hazards are high and conventional seeding is likely to be too slow in providing adequate protective
cover. Concentrated flow areas, all slopes steeper than 2.5:1, with a height of ten feet or greater, and cuts and fills within stream buffers, should be stabilized with the
appropriate erosion control matting or blanket. Maintenance of the final vegetative cover must be considered when choosing blankets versus matting.

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

Care must be taken to choose the type of blanket or matting which is most appropriate for the specific needs of a project. Manufacturer's recommendations should be
followed when choosing products.

Temporary Erosion Control Blankets

This includes rolled erosion control blankets consisting of a plastic netting which covers and is intertwined with a natural organic or manmade mulch; or, a jute mesh
which is typically homogenous in design and can act alone as a soil stabilization blanket. Temporary blankets as a minimum should be used to stabilize concentrated
flow areas with a velocity less than 5 ft/sec and slopes 2.5:1 or steeper with a height of 10 feet or greater. Because temporary blankets will deteriorate in a short period
of time, they provide no long-term erosion prevention protection when used alone.

Benefits of using temporary erosion control blankets include the following:

- Protection of the seed and soil from raindrop impact and subsequent displacement

- Thermal consistency and moisture retention for seedbed area

- More complete and faster germination of grasses and legumes

Permanent Erosion Control Matting

Consists of a permanent, non-degradable, three-dimensional plastic structure that is filled with soil prior to planting. These mats are also known as turf reinforcing mats.
Roots penetrate the matrix, forming a continuous anchorage for vegetation. Matting should be used when a vegetative lining is desired in storm water conveyance
channels where the projected or designed velocity is between about five and ten feet per second. These velocities are suggestions only. Concentrated flow channel
linings should be designed by a professional experienced in the use of these materials, and according to the manufacturer's recommendations.

Benefits of using erosion control matting include the following:

- All of the benefits gained from using erosion control blankets

- Provides erosion protection from flows of high capacity storm water conveyance channels

- Acts as a filter for fine sediment during lower flow storm water events

CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATIONS
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