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Minutes

CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD

Tuesday, August 24, 2010 at 5:00pm

City Hall Commission Chambers

1001 College Street
· CALL TO ORDER

· ROLL CALL 
PRESENT:  Roger LaPointe, Alice Rockhold, Dale Eichelberger, and Jerry Wilder. 
Absent: Lyle Parrigan.  

STAFF PRESENT:  Code Enforcement Board Clerk: Tabitha Joiner, Code Enforcement Coordinator: Alex Colovos, Code Official: Melissa Christerson. 

OTHER:  Code Enforcement Board Attorney: David Broderick 

· APPROVAL OF MINUTES

July 27, 2010 – Rockhold made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Eichelberger seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

· COMMENTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS      
· PARKING / ANIMAL CONTROL CITATIONS
Case 2010-3961 – 1050 Sternwheel Avenue – Respondent:  Christy Willoughby – Code Official:  Roxie Ross


Citation amount - $250.00

Officer Roxie Ross was present the owner of the animals was not.  Citation & fines stood as written.

Later in the CEB meeting, Respondent Mrs. Willoughby came into the meeting and was still wanting to appeal her citation.  She went to the wrong building trying to get into the City Hall building.  That was the reason for her being late.

LaPointe stated that this  will be revisit at the September 28th meeting.  This will give the officer and the respondent a chance to both be at the meeting.
Mrs. Willoughby explained that the Officer, Roxie Ross will not let her pick up her animals from the Humane Society 

We attempted to get Officer Ross back to the meeting and she was unable to get there.  She will make arrangements for Mrs. Willoughby to get her dogs from the Humane Society.
· HEARING AGENDA
N/A
· OLD BUSINESS
· CDEF2009–3254 - 2755 Nashville Road – Respondent: Donald McConnell – Code Official: Tad Douglas 
Citation amount - $8,822.67 

Colovos explained that this case is now in Steve Wilson’s court & has been postponed to September 2, 2010.  Several of the occupants of the Mobile Home Park have moved out.  On August 17th there was a summit held for the tenants of the park.  There were different agencies there to offer financial assistance if it was needed to the tenants.  Fourteen families attended the meeting.
· CDEF2009 – 7702 – 1249 Kentucky St – Respondent: Brian Rose/Shawn Willoughby – Code official: Tad Douglas 
    Citation amount: $6,552.70 

Alex stated that at his inspection all of the work is complete the workers are finishing up the windows & a little bit of metal trim work on the right side.  The contractor said they should have all the work completed by Friday 8/27/10.  
Respondent Curtis Butler was at the meeting in place of Shawn Willoughby.  Mr. Butler stated that the work would be completed by the end of the week.

LaPointe asked Mr. Broderick if Mr. Butler is in a position to discuss the settlement of the fines.  Broderick responded in most cases the property managers are in a position to do that, but it will be up to Mr. Butler if he can do that.  Mr. Butler responded that he was brought into this in the middle & was not aware of any fines that were in place.

Broderick strongly suggested that Mr. Butler go back & discuss this with the owner, Brian Rose & come back in at our next CEB meeting on 9/28/10.

Tabitha Joiner explained that these were per day fines that have stopped accruing at this time & no lien has been filed.

Wilder asked Colovos if the property owner was aware of the fines at this time?  Colovos responded yes because he has been receiving our findings of facts of each CEB meeting.  Mr. Butler confirmed that as well.  Wilder stated that the property owner needs to be at the next CEB meeting to negotiate a settlement on the fines.  Colovos stated that we would be happy to try & make additional contact with Mr. Rose, but have not succeeded in the past, we have only ever had contact with property managers.  Wilder asked if Mr. Butler would be seeing or talking to Mr. Rose & suggested that Mr. Rose contact Code Enforcement to get all the facts before the next CEB meeting.  Mr. Butler stated he will let Mr. Rose know to be at the meeting next month.

LaPointe made a motion to review this at the September 28th meeting and will check the progress at that time & discuss the fine in more detail at that time.  Wilder seconded motion and it passed unanimously.  
· CDEF2010-2768 – 1044 Chestnut St – Respondent: Frankie and Angelia Williams – Code Official: Melissa Christerson – Citation amount: $300.00

Melissa Christerson explained there was a follow up inspection that was supposed to have taken place to see how the work was coming along & she never received a phone call to do that follow up inspection.

Respondents were Frankie Williams and Bret Reynolds.  Mr. Reynolds stated that eviction has taken place but the sheriff had to remove the tenants from the premises. 
Mr. Williams stated that after the meeting, he has been in contact with some friends & contractors to discuss the repairs that need to be completed.  After talking to some contractors they told Mr. Williams he would need to replace the windows instead of repairing them.  There was supposed to be a gentleman to come out & give a couple of bids, but was to busy to come out & give bids.  Then Mr. Williams stated he got another friend that came out to discuss repairs, & they came out a couple of weeks later.  He has spoken to the bank about financing.  There was another contractor that contacted Mr. Williams yesterday.  Everything has just been verbal at this point, he doesn’t have any quotes or plans on paper of what’s going to be done.  He stated that it wouldn’t be until Thursday or Friday until he would have some kind of plan in hand to look at.  One of the companies said it would take them a couple of weeks to get the windows in, they were having to be special ordered.  And now that the tenants are out of the unit, we can get started on some of the interior items.  He had not called Melissa for an inspection yet because there really hasn’t been anything to inspect at this point because no repairs have really taken place yet.  
Mr. Reynolds asked Mr. Williams what is the estimated cost you think it will take to complete the repairs?  Mr. Williams said in order to get the specific thing s completed that the CEB is asking him to do, it will take a minimum of $80,000 - $100,000.  Unless the city has some funds to help do these type of improvements, if you’re demanding land owners to keep properties to this extent?
Jerry Wilder asked how many units there are in the structure?  Is it your plan to also do work on the other units while you’re doing work in the unit in question?
Mr. Williams stated four.  Yes, he intends on doing work to the other units, but it will depend on funding.  Mr. Williams thought three months would be a reasonable amount of time to get the work completed.
Rockhold asked when Mr. Williams talked to the contractors, 

what kind of time frame did they give?
Mr. Williams stated that the one contractor that he had talked to said it would take about three weeks to get the windows ordered and then go from there with completing everything else.  There was no exact time frame laid out.
Mr. Reynolds stated after they get into the repairs there’s no telling what other issues they could run into either.

Rockhold asked if the structure was in the historical district.
Mr. Williams responded no.
Rockhold asked what the status was with the out building?

Mr. Williams stated that Jake, at the Brickyard, was finishing up a project at the Brickyard & is supposed to start on the outbuilding in the next couple of weeks & if he doesn’t, then when Mr. Williams starts making his repairs, he will either tear it down or fix it.
LaPointe stated that these are requirements are basic living requirements.  He asked what’s the reality of this job really happening?  
Mr. Williams stated he really doesn’t have much choice but to do the work.  
LaPointe asked if Mr. Williams felt that the bank was really going to loan him the money giving the condition of the property?
Mr. Williams stated that he just didn’t know.
LaPointe asked how many units are occupied at this point?
Mr. Williams said one.
Wilder asked Mr. Williams, when you come back next month, do you think you could come in here prepared with some kind of plan including cost, financing & time frame so we know where we can go with this.
Mr. Williams said that was the plan.
Rockhold asked if the contractor he had been in contact with, had experience in doing the type of work that is needed for this project.
Mr. Williams stated yes
Christerson stated that one of the stipulations was this unit would not be re-rented until all repairs had been completed.
Mr. Williams stated he would not re-rent that unit until everything has been completed.
Wilder made a motion that we revisit this case at the 9/28/10 meeting, & Mr. Williams will come back in with a plan, time table & figures for this project.  Eichelberger seconded motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
LaPointe stated that we need to get some work started on this property.
· CDEF2010-793 – 643 8th Ave E – Respondent: Christopher & Kimberly Madison Code Official: Melissa Christerson

Citation amount: $80.54

Melissa Christerson stated the property is complete accept for the painting.
Respondent Mr. Madison stated the painting should all be complete by the next meeting.

LaPointe made a motion to revisit this property again at the September 28th meeting and check the progress of the work, and also at that time if all the work has been completed we will uphold the citation and waive the fine.  Rockhold seconded motion and it passed unanimously. 

· NEW BUSINESS


N/A
· CONSENT AGENDA

June/July Fees - $9,478.47 – This total includes the listed fee below also.
CDEF2009-4334/311 Woodford St - $6,661.85

Motion made to approve all fees was made by Rockhold and seconded by Eichelberger.  Motion passed unanimously.

· Comments/Announcements

Repeat Offender Policy Presentation – Presented by: Alex Colovos and Gene Harmon

See Attached.
Gene Harmon started out by saying how Code Enforcement is not an easy Division to work out of.  There are a lot of hard difficult decisions that have to be made.  Mr. DeFebbo is acting as the interim HCD Department Head and he has asked us to look into some changes on repeat offenders.  Mr. DeFebbo gave the City Commission a presentation on repeat offenders and has also asked us to now present this program to the CEB.  

This program will have some additional education programs to help everyone understand what Code Enforcement is and how it works.  There will be more face to face contact with the homeowners.

This program is broken down into three tiers:
1. Imminent danger violations which require immediate 

action.

2. Time sensitive violations which will result in a notice of violation with a specified correction time prior to the issuance of a citation.

3. Violations involving discretionary matters which will allow the Code Enforcement staff to work with the property owner to remedy the violation.

Repeat Offender Policy:


The purpose of repeat offender policy is to provide an expedited enforcement process and enhanced penalties for persons who repeatedly violate the City Code Enforcement Ordinances.

Repeat offender definition:

1. has been issued the fourth citation for any violations of the City’s Property Code involving any of the owner’s properties within a two year period.
2. has been issued the third citation for the same violation involving any of the owner’s properties within a twelve month period.

3. has been issued a second citation for any violations of the City’s Property Code involving any of the owner’s properties within a two year period and the previous citation involves fines or remedy charges that remain unpaid.

· ADJOURNMENT 

With all business concluded, Rockhold made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:08 PM. Eichelberger seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  The next scheduled meeting of the CEB will be on Tuesday, September 28, 2010 at 5:00 PM in the Commission Chambers at City Hall 1001 College Street.

ADOPTED:

_______________________________________________

APPROVED:
_______________________________________________


ATTEST:

_______________________________________________
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