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MINUTES
CODE ENFORCEMENT AND NUISANCE BOARD
August 11, 2015 at 5:00 PM
City Hall Commission Chambers
· CALL TO ORDER

· ROLL CALL 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Randy Deere, Delane Simpson, Ryan Dearbone, Jerry Wilder and Jack Thomas.  
BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: N/A
STAFF PRESENT: Code Enforcement and Nuisance Board Clerk: Tabitha Joiner; 
Code Enforcement Coordinator: James Napper; Code Officials: Tim Butts, Moe Hillard, Brad Schargorodski and David Herrman.
OTHER: Code Enforcement & Nuisance Board Attorney: David Broderick  

· APPROVAL OF MINUTES
N/A
· COMMENTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS    

Dearbone made a motion to cancel our August 25, 2015 CENB meeting and schedule the next meeting for September 2, 2015 at 5:00 PM in the City Hall Commission Chambers.  Simpson seconded motion which passed unanimously.
· HEARING AGENDA
Case 2015-2486 – Citation 2015-1811 – 1605 Harmony Way - Respondent: Janice Bunch MD – Officer: David Herrman
Herrman explained that this case is a result of a complaint and when an inspection was made, many violations were found.  This property has had ongoing violations for a number of years.  Herrman went through all the pictures pertaining to this property and explained what was in each picture as they were presented.  There are a great number of pots scattered over the property.  (Empty, with only dirt, artificial plants or dead plants in them.)  There are un-mowable spots in the yard, scattered bags of mulch all over the yard, debris, a mannequin head, toy wheel barrows, umbrellas etc.  Herrman pointed out that, when facing the house, the left side of the lot is cleaned up with none of the items listed above, but the right side of the property is where all of these items are located.  There has been an ongoing dispute between neighbors for a number of years and these violations seem to be the result of years of bickering. 
Wilder asked, if she gets her property cleaned up when she has been sent Notices of Violations before?  Herrman said yes, just enough to be in compliance with the City of Bowling Green.

Bunch came to the podium and explained that she never received any of the Notices or Citations in the mail, but she did retrieve the Citations from her property.  She stated she never received an appeal form.  It was explained to her that each Citation that is posted and mailed has an Appeal Form attached.  She still said she never received the documentation to appeal her Citations.  Bunch said that she does not receive mail at her house due to safety and security reasons, but she has a P.O. Box where she receives her mail.  People have stolen her mail before.

She feels there is a safety issue when she is at her property.  The concrete planters are placed to try to prevent people from driving through her yard.  Bunch mentioned the pile of debris that is at the front of her property and that she contacted Scott Waste about picking it up, but someone took it off their list.
Bunch mentioned that some neighbors have put a camera up that is pointed at her property.  Also, she mentioned that she is harassed when she is out in her yard working.  She has another neighbor that mows her property for her, but she maintains everything else in the yard.

Thomas asked why one side of the property is clean and the other is overflowing with pots, debris, bags of mulch, toy wheel barrows, umbrellas etc.?  Bunch explained that the mannequin head is definitely a message, but meant to be a humorous message since she is constantly being watched and she can’t do anything about it.  Wilder asked Bunch that if she feels threatened, why she is not calling the police.  Bunch responded and said that she does call the police, but it immediately starts back up.  
Richard Rector came to the podium to speak as a neighbor to 1605 Harmony Way.  He stated that he was the neighbor in question as he has two cameras pointing at Bunch’s property.  He also stated that he was advised by the Police Department to place the camera on his property to video 1605 Harmony Way.  The police have received and reviewed the videos from the Rector’s home and they are on record.  He presented pictures of the back yard of 1605 Harmony Way and asked that these issues also be taken into consideration when making their motion.  Rector mentioned that the front yard is always an ongoing issue.  
Jolene Ward came to the podium and explained that from her property you can view 1605 Harmony Way and on numerous occasions she has been harassed by Bunch.  Ward was present at the 2010 CENB meeting when this property was in front of the board and since that time, she has been harassed by Bunch when she takes her daily walks.  Bunch will come out from behind some trees or bushes and shout things at her as she walks by.  Ward has observed Bunch bringing in limbs from other locations and them placing the limbs in her large planters out front.
Lois Hughes came to the podium and stated that she also walks the neighborhood and has not ever noticed anything ever removed, only re-arranged.  It is occasionally mowed, but is usually 2-3 weeks between mowings.  

Chase Kelly came to the podium and stated he is new to the neighborhood.  He asked the question, what part of any property could be in violation?  James Napper responded that anything that can be viewed from the right-of-way, we do not trespass on people’s property.  Kelly explained that the debris at the curb has been there between 6-8 weeks.  He had also called Scott Waste to get a trash can delivered and had no problem receiving that within a couple of days, so he had no trouble reaching the proper party to get that service.  
Ruth Cornelius came to the podium to speak and said she also walks the neighborhood and Bunch says things to her when she walks by as well.   
Britney Rector came to the podium and stated she has seen Bunch put cardboard boxes on top of her brush piles.  If the piles are for mulching, why are card board boxes being stacked on top of the brush piles?

Bunch stepped back up to the podium and stated that Mrs. Ward had animals that would use the restroom in her yard and she would not clean up the waste.  Numerous other neighbors let their animals run loose in the neighborhood as well.  She also stated that she does not put cardboard boxes on top of her brush piles.
Thomas read aloud a letter that was sent by Steve Todd and Pamela Kelty.  The letter stated that Bunch had been working in her yard the afternoon of July 28, 2015 up until 5:00 PM or later. The letter continued to give similar violations that had been discussed during this meeting.
Thomas asked if the Rectors could get rid of the cameras that are pointed at 1605 Harmony Way and Rectors response again was that he was asked by the City Police Department and the Chief of Police to place those cameras on their property.  They are not willing to remove the cameras.  Jackie Givens came to the podium and stated that the cameras were put up for her parent’s safety and under the advisement of the police.  They are not willing to remove the cameras.  

Herrman added that the previous board vote, in 2010, made it very difficult for Code Enforcement to enforce.  If there are 100 pots in the yard and you say remove 2/3’s of all live plants you are down to 33 pots that you could have one pansy flower in each one and still be in compliance, but it is still an accumulation and nuisance.  Anything short of getting rid of everything in the yard will be very difficult to keep under control and Code Enforcement will constantly have to stay on top it to make sure the property is in compliance.  
Deere made a motion to uphold the citation & fine.  In addition, a $200.00 per day fine will be assessed until our next scheduled CENB meeting on September 2, 2015.  At that time, all violations listed under “Special Circumstances” must be removed.  Simpson seconded motion which passed unanimously.
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
· 100% of pots are to be removed.

· All flags in trees are to be removed.

· All yard debris, compost piles and leaves are to be removed.

· The yard must be manicured.  

· All items listed must be removed from the front and back yards.

· CONSENT AGENDA

N/A
    
ADJOURNMENT 


After all business had been conducted, Deere made the motion to adjourn at 6:30 PM.  
Dearbone seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  The next scheduled meeting 
of the CENB will be on Wednesday, September 2, 2015 at 5:00 PM in the City Hall 

Commission Chambers.
ADOPTED:

_______________________________________________

APPROVED:

_______________________________________________




Code Enforcement and Nuisance Board Chairperson


ATTEST:

_______________________________________________




Code Enforcement and Nuisance Board Clerk

For more information a copy of the DVD can be reviewed upon request.
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