
What is an Ordinance?
A city's governing authorities - the mayor and board of commissioners - perform their
day-to-day functions in large part through adopting or issuing written ordinances.  

An ordinance is an official action of a city board of commissioners, which is a regula-
tion that affects the community at large.  In short, an ordinance is a local law.  Once
an ordinance is enacted, the rules within that law can be enforced within the city lim-
its.  A violation of an ordinance could result in a penalty.  

When drafting and ordinance, the mayor and board of commissioners must answer
the following questions:

1.  In what city will the
ordinance be drafted 
and the local law 
enforced?

2.  What is the 
ordinance requiring?

3.  Why is there a need for 
the ordinance?

4.  How will the problem be 
corrected?

5.  What is the penalty if 
the law is broken?

After drafting an ordinance,
the Board of
Commissioners will vote
and it takes a majority vote,
(3-2) to pass the ordinance.

New ordinance example


